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an essay 

essay towards a 
P fllUOSOPHY OF EDUCATION. 

J 1 V charlotte M Mnsoa (£«**" ttraj. 
Trench, T rub Ever arid Co-. *o&- ^ ncC b 

T his, Mi»* rtvuMie Main's Iwi !*>?-•■ 
which *lte did nol live to see in pti?i, 

ifl tuany wavs slim ie «p her icstohittE artd htr 

li * ■■ t««t oi much wiBtlom, arto 
refreshing all to r« - t3 W*'*° r cW, ?* B 

.irni (or ite rcsprcl fur gxpmeore. Mir* 
Mason had studied education ln& long to he 
ciiricd a wav by slllttU and panacea?, hem 
• ever seductive She had the t me pioneer a 
suspicion of "g short cuts S^lttteW, 
like Sir Rabindranath Fugate, that iho pro- 
cess of Etowine can only he done by the 
erowrr; and, litre Rffiftitt, that the mind of 
a child may hr. trusted lo take or reject 
a ,-r Hiding » its needs; (hot knowledge 
cannot t£ digged in tabloid form, be the 
tabloids made never so Ekdfnlly; chat out of., 
» whole big hook ■■ a child " may npt gel more 
i ban bali a-dOrtH nF those ideas upon which 
his spirit thrive*/ 1 ' a^d l5lftl 5 !* c1i 1lIp:Eis 
occur “in unexpected places and unrecoj:- 
niMd forms , 0 “One oi our presumptuous 
sins/' She declared, “is Hint v.-v venture In 
offer bpintons la children (and to older per- 
smil} instead of idt'-ta. Tire mind feeds on 
ideas, anti ihrretere children should have a 
generous curr tculum . 1 ‘ 

Her r« i ih in 1h< Child. 

Further, Miss MasCra cherished ft Meadlns! 
belief in the child. She tetlififid clearly 
what most teacher* fail lo realise (or. at all 
events, to embody in their system of teach' 
inch that children are well able to deal with 
ideas. Therefore, she placed little reliance' 
on the ordinary catechetical methods em- 
ployed in the class-room. Much of the qiin 
lidiiing to Which children are subjected is a 
hindrance ratfrer than a help to their imdi-r- 
r.i-ni'lins (lor Jiatuie dwlgned them to ash 
rather than to answer qui-ntiona), and, if it 
iltta nut &poil their IntipC-fS as it would Ihc 
temper f?E the most 3 ihtogunit in grown-up, this 
is. rally because children are so cvtTaotdi- 
narilv' patient— “ Valiant of contradiction ns 
a child 11 is ih* simile Cotpwt chose when hr 
had In descrilie lb* humility riE the truly 
great, and It ■-» free which teachers will do 


BOOK REVIEWS 

towards a philosophy of education. 


A n%itfl tfj iflrf" 


w-cll tn ponder. * 1 *!? method i<i mg with marks, motives, and psycho- 

J 2 1 if narration. <*** written, She wrelysls, tuual ftiffioo s- 
rcLjliscd ^^(Sw 5 S 2 . fu Jih ' 15 | , ‘ A ,;cl " v>1 ma ' v K " wolki,l G hl ‘'d F not for 

W ithout consider * 11 ~T mind love oE kunwfect ge, bn| for love of bUirfcfl, out 

having cnrtstaflf^y 1 j , ]_,f !ilJDns l ? utd enemy; and than yunne fares are out 

j( it Would tnr * 0 , ' £ scrcBe an'd joyous, but eager, resifcss, apt to 

'i, w i that l' ltc s lr Arthur 1 - 1 - 


OpilkpCoucb Aodiet.ee, js 

t#.**'"" 35 “ h * 

Her Teftthin & ai LM * ral,, «- 

f„ tenchiwfi Htotatnie it would be tliEhcuU 
to improve upon &}*« Mason "s method. It 

nlacra the child nnd tlic author iu riirecl coh- 

K withnut i ho iftarventfatt of a third 
EiartV’ arid on jls tfp rt i 4 i£in side, the narra- 
,'t makes appeal to twq funtlnmcntal in* 
soncts oE child hood, tEie dcsim to imitate 
and Ihc desire to wealc. She anticipated 
Mr Wells, in in 5 . s,m g' upon sCimn gcnpral 
hUtery (arictedb European, an d Colon ml ) 
bein s' included in her curriculum. She is 
utill in front of tfK'St Icacllcrs in including 
av-demahe studv of pictures ami art. IE. het 
view that “ iho approach to Afience, to 

Other subjects, slumld be more or less 
literary 0 wins kss general acccptonco, »b 
cannot, on the other hand, claim that, by 
nthifr met hod j wn have attained to any 
marked degree id success in leaching scicncc- 
The common res^t of tho ordinary metliods 
is tEtnt. while the student may net'll ire some 
ability to measure, experiment, and observe, 
he shows A lamentable lack pE knowledge of 
l-irger principl-®, broad eonccpHoils, and 
everyday applications. M i ss M ason de- 
■ r ' J ‘ " fatal and quite unneccssaiy 


look anxioui and Worried, The children do 
not sleep well and arc cross ; are sullen or in 
leafs it anything gn« wmng, and arr. Rimer, 
ally, difficult lo manage. When this is lire 
case there is too itmch rrayRcn in the ait ; (hey 
Ate brealhinR a Ion slunulntinR alnUKplkere, 

- , - , lire doctors' probably acjvifm that so- 
and-So should ' run wild f for a year. Poor 
little soul, nl the very moment when ho ie 
mtrtt rrt weed of knowledge for his suHtananto 
he is left Id prey upon l.irn«lf I Ko wnuder 
the uefvmre symptoms become worse, 1 '" 

Her Views on ItjudpMne. 

" Feat is no longer the acknowledged basil 
of school discipllnt; we have melhcds more 
subtle than the mere IcttOts of the law. Low? 
is tine Of these. The persem of winning per- 
sonality attracts hts pupils (or hen), who 
Will do anything tor hi* sake, and are fond 
and eager in all their ways, docile to Ibal 
point where personality is siibtaarjietf., and 
thev live cm lire smiles, perish on the averted 
looks of lire fldofed teacher, parent* look mi 
with ft sunk, and think Lhat all is well-, but 
|I 0 I 1 nr Mary is losing that growing (ime 
which should make a s^lf -dependent, self- 
ordered person, and is day by day becom- 
ing a parasite who can only go at be u 
curried, the easy prey Of fanatic or dvuii,- 
gpcua/’ 

“ Fducalion impStes a contmurnis going 
Forlh Of thr mind; but whatever induces in- 
trospect ton or any torm of set f ■ c ansc i, twisn tsi 
holtfe tip. as it were, the intellectual power! 


pkretl the 

divorce between science nod the humanities, . r -,.^ _ - 

and few can quarrel wilh her declaration and brings pogW to Li ' ‘ 

SS 0 lire Italy #mtod method of_ toachinff f— ^ tLi+ Hlind “ ^ ll lhc b 


sricncS is to afford a drU-" cnmbinftlion. of 
field or labor oterv work with such lilerAti 
com me n 1 - m 3 Mn pllficaHmta 1 ' 

a fiords - *' 

Pul this brh-jk is much more than an ex- 
position oE nnv system or melbod. It is n 
treatise on cdurstlon itself— a tiocik of mellow 
wi srtnni, clearly and WtaulitulEv written in 
which no teacher, however widely 3 if differ 
frnm MiS! JtaS^n in nutlodk, can toil la find 
much To arrest hint. One CO II Id quote from 
page after page., but three quotations, dcil- 


tnay be that the mint] as Well a* the body itai 
its "regions where noli ww tQ*g*re is a counsel 
Of cspcdiciite; and, by the time we have 
dealt with thnse lutic-lion* of the mind which 
wr know, we may find, ovitselvcs tn a posi- 
tion to fonnidate that which wc certaintv do 
not possess, a science— should it not Ire a 
philosophy ?—nOl" edural ion - 11 

These three quotations may serve lo smw 
something of Miss Mason's independence oE 
1 -u t Look ; Ihev probably are nut the best that 
co 1 Lid have lx-cn chnsen, Tha value of the 
lKiok i- enhanced by an esteUent index. 


THE COLLECTED 

COTYECTED POEMS. 

% JAMES JtlinADKS. IT-I tsher Unw in, 

,, Vi Gd.) 

J AMES RTIOADdVS ( 1 84 ■ . 1 qiyj was one 
d those pcel'i of mir Irrnfc who, like 
T, E. Brown ind^F, VV. IE. My vrs, was 
also actively euga^d in ednealion, 
itlreecU'-i waft a in 1 rly" pruti fie Writer . lie 
is, jierbapa, lievt kqnWn (or his. translatiiLins 
of Virgil T lire CcdVgiVr, 'done while tie was 
at pherbnrnc, ^Tf.d.jtia, grral Iranslation rit 
the Arnrid I, b:. -l.il now in the “The World's 
Classics "|. He is rmncmbi'red, too, by 
many fur his crilUh rollon in Mr, Louis \ r 
Parker's Pageants f'-W wh ich he wroie man v 
fine eharsMcs and^J^icI, am] in which he 
L '-en Mltd. ly'niLe . 1 ' iiu tuber of work} s.irun .1 
j - 1 ini credit, shutigh only " The 

"irsminp fd-ilre InwygrTHilinn — written in 
r n-'ndu have dtine weti to tiring 


POEMS OF JAMES RHOADES. 

\nd side bv ridtf with the Mm&lructiM 
power of thought, Hhoadfi# farld that- 


May, if ought be sure, what can 1 « surrf. 
■j'hi.m ihfli cMtii’s gnnd dtciyS not with 
earth ■ 

And of nil lhc hfcitt f s springs nont- ait 
purer 

Than the springs of the fountains of 
mirth? 

He that sounds ha*j pierced the henrl’S 
hollows. 

The places, where tears ate find cleop : 
For the loam llake= lhat dance in life's glial- 

tows. 

Ate wrung from It to a deep, 

CathulLrilii 1 ol T«4to- 

Lcwli CiTrolt. in bi« taimilabiy neat haml- 
Writing in writing as an Ithnadcs" 

own) jiscd, wbm fancy inf>vi-d him, li» 
rrinkd indexes oi favourite books ob he stmlieil 
liven 1 , The present rovfrwot, whu once i.wiieil 
a copy al fluxlcy an indexed 


In life's hM-journey, howso" strait 
And slcrn I tic rock-hewn f^ss mat Inf, 
Time'* blackest hnuldrr dinitai AU HI 
With foam -white thread* OF memory. 

lie touches the gift- of t'ei.renibering MwAyj 
11 Mctuorv 0 (Memory rs spwkwl) * 

Vii .™ .i..k «r v»ur 

n .r r ^i. \nn r fcia t 


}¥£\Rl^lni ^nlrri wX author Of to ||Vwr,W, 

Ll’th'e realtor will find amuwftl .hiniBrlf by tattoxin^ ulniilarly, under 

1 ?“ e _ h '* theme* arid subjee^ th«w dftUtird /W«o 


prow, ilii f 
together many 

mlttimi, and’ioe reaucr wm imn much 'to | 

-.□.issEy and mine ihirigi lu rest upon in thL ' c ' 5 '‘ s * ntl f /' d ' 

tbr, bouls jiwt juihl i*h rd : H rings l rue fur ° r KhnBr ! e3 ‘ / 1 F ia s 1 ^_u h lhe c4t 

RhMdDi had an' invincible fttilh in Ore in al KhPad«. l 3 jL«^h(iw interested Ire 

be rent gotidiiesv fd hii fellow ram, *nd w«* ^ ln ^ urc " k t ." ' vr ' mc1i - ' n , lhB 

one oE Those (i-w wbh succmlnl in making' it ovents- nl I'verV - ■ ,n mu.MT, aru| how 

P'wm oE hi* own life, “ Me writes what he dte l’ 1 )'. roligtous ' ^ -™-‘ M is convirlioji 

nod hr- ih whol lie writei," mhI nt f l |a1 J '‘ Ih 1 * 11 ^ 11 *he buihlrr of tho 

■ ' '“ J — -- 1 -* 1 mind occurs again “nil n^ain, ti^lu on lu 

ilte' ‘tent jwein m the bnhb, i‘ nci wrilUii 

on In* rjRhliyth biTit}d; L v : — 


bis critic-, of him wliiLc he wax yet atirStrer 
born 11 , The same grille cunurwnded t M , 
seo-u of fun : ^“he can laugh wUh t teg 
youngest .’ 1 Hu was always ready tn take 
oil In* hat In- those who can make mirth Tor 
tis, at the fomwiaHints on Arlrnnis Ward 
prove :— 


[Vir thr. n the riddle oi life l^ trl harV, 

fl'Jyiq. ns. a piari ".o la hu. 

From hour [u imtoi niu] day by day, 
Wlwtrvci the nita 1 (out u,iiy i Jh -. 


( mervo 

T Am tVrrt. ft "4 I - * 

I 1 heal with niy 6 ^ e . 

N'-M of 0.1 rib i* the bfeatlH 

Uhl yt S 2 SSfV» 

As. an angel ul Q fl>*tht 

The piLtti of Bplwmer ? 1 tn ?? ... 

There ik another s'b'iWrro 

I rota tire Mixing known ^ f / 

«* it it " l ' todc*l 'J f * elUtt lit** ** 

f; H t rd IVcrr r** 

lh c Golden Frwtfwv smew 


